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Ms escape in any disguise it would have been ad- CH.XXVII
judged a good thing afterward by his admirers.

As my official letters on file in the War Depart-
ment, as well as my remarks in this book, reflect
upon General Thomas by dwelling somewhat upon
his tardiness, it is due to myself, as well as to him,
that I give my estimate of him as a soldier. The
same remark will apply also in the case of General
Canby. I had been at "West Point with Thomas
one year, and had known him later in the old
army. He was a man of commanding appearance,
slow and deliberate in speech and action; sensible,
honest, and brave. He possessed valuable soldierly
qualities in an eminent degree. He gained the
confidence of all who served under him, and almost
their love. This implies a very valuable quality.
It is a quality which calls out the most efficient
services of the troops serving under the commander
possessing it.

Thomas's dispositions were deliberately made,
and always good. He could not be driven from a
point he was given to hold. He was not as good,
however, in pursuit as he was in action. I do not
believe that he could ever have conducted Sher-
man's army from Chattanooga to Atlanta against
the defenses and the commander guarding that line
in 1864. On the other hand, if it had been given
him to hold the line which Johnston tried to hold,
neither that general nor Sherman, nor any other
officer, could have done it better.

Thomas was a valuable officer, who richly de-
served, as he has received, the plaudits of his coun-
trymen for the part he played in the great tragedy
of 1861-65.a President who at first wished to
